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David Abblett is ]
pictured here observing

. : pond 8 as it overtopped the levee on

: December 20, 2014 after the severe wind

- and rain storm that occurred.

Read Tom Huffman's column on page 2 of
the newsletter for more details of this
occurrence.

March / April, 201 5 Pond 8 on the west side of Milton Road photo by Terry Abblett

American White Pelicans on Pond 8 NRRD Sand Box - Work in Progress
by Brian O'Neill hotos contributed by Tom Pickford
NRRD,Kapa g o

! The photos of these
beautiful graceful birds
seen on pond 8 were
~ taken by our neighbor
. Brian O'Neill who has
i freelanced as a
wildlife/outdoors
photographer. He has
been published in Men's
Journal, Sierra
Magazine.

River
Reclamation &
District has been
designated by the @
County of Napa

as an official
sandbag
distribution
location.
Sandbags are

, ‘ , free to the
He once had a shot of a community.

burning boat on the For more information contact the NRRD
front cover of the San | office at 1501 Milton Road on Tuesdays or
Jose Mercury. Thursdavs or call 255-2996

Facts about White The Milton Road Book Club Anniversary
Pelicans: \ Photo by Judy Cameron

American White Pelicans cooperate when
feeding. Sometimes, large groups gather in|}
wetlands. They co-ordinate their swimming to
drive schooling fish toward the shallows. The
pelicans can then easily scoop up these
corralled fish from the water.

- These Book Club
members are
enjoying an
@evening
@ socializing and
= dining out at the

Airport Restaurant. February 2015 marked the beginning of the fourth year of reading for the
Milton Road Book Club. It has grown from a small group of neighbors who shared a love of
reading. Since January of 2012 the group has read 34 books ranging from fiction to non-fiction.
more information contact Margaret Burgess. Phone 252-7763, email burgstar@napanet.net




[image: image2.jpg]Judy Ahmann:

Outstanding Cattle Woman
ur neighbor Judy
Ahmann was named the
Outstanding

Napa-Sonoma & Petaluma
Marshes Wildlife Area

Contributed by Tom Huffman
Greetings to all Milton Road Residents. On 12/20,

Saturday, | was called at home by a local warden who gota |
call from Cal Fire Dispatch in Sacramento basically telling | | Cattlewoman of the Year
him that our water levels were too high "somewhere near the || by the American National
Napa River." This was a period of heavy rain and wind. We %C attleWomen,
had no idea where the water levels were too high as we own g Inc.(ANCW) at the annual
thousands of acres along the Napa River. Then | started ;; Cattle Industry Convention
getting a series of calls from Tom Pickford and Napa Flood || in San Antonio, Texas. ] '
Control alerting me about Pond 8. The following day | shut || Sincé 1952 the ~ American  National
down the fish screen intakes for Pond 8 and our contractor | Catflewomen, Inc., a nonprofit volunteer
opened up a gate that released ponded water into Napa | organization has engaged and educated
Slough near Buchli Station Rd. The high water levels were || COnsumers about beef and the beef industry
caused by a combination of high tides, heavy rain and wind | JUdY Ahmann's impact on beef education is
coupled with recent changes made to our pond system that | significant. ~ She incorporated the beef
temporarily altered how fast the rest of the system could | education program with Earth Day in her local
accept water from Pond 8. Work will begin shortly to raise || Napa-Solano  Cattlewomen group. This
the eastern levee of Pond 8. This coupled with changes | program was brought to the State and National
made in ponds 7 and 7A (still under construction) should | level as a platform that could be taken forward
prevent this high water scenario from happening again. The || onalarger scale. She believes ranchers play a
contractors, McMillen & Jones, will have monitors on site | pOSItIVG role in the environment.

during construction work on Pond 8. Residents are A Bit of History

requested to avoid using Pond 8 during the construction | 1he first cattle were brought by Christopher
period as it is a Federal Construction Site and subject to || Columbus, on his second voyage across the
strict safety guidelines. * Atlantic, to a Caribbean island in 1493. The

Extended periods of dry weather this winter have helped island is now known as Haiti. The imported
the contractors working on the restoration progress faster ”@?cattle reproduced rapidly. The Caribbean
than anticipated. Scheduled progress to this date should be || cattle were introduced into Mexico in 1521 and
at 56% but in reality it is now at 73% and the contractors % had reached north into what is now Texas and
should finish all aspects of the restoration sometime in 2015 :#' south into Columbia and Venezuela within a
(the originally scheduled construction completion was set for | few decades.

2/26/2016). The US Army Corps of Engineers, who are %

(®]

N
Q
b
£

SR

ER i

WMW‘MW@ TR

i

managing the construction project, recenty named | 'he first cattle were introduced to Hawaii in

Katherine Reyes as the new Program Manager replacing | 1793 by Captain George Vancouver. On this
| Napa County resident Karen Rippey who has retired. This | 1P @nd again in 1794 a total of eight females

project was very important to Karen and we appreciated her || | and four males were landed on the island. The
hard work and dedication. % cattle came from a Spanish Mission in

In December Pond 8 had the second largest number of g California. Shortly after landing on the island of
diving ducks using any of the former salt ponds. At this time || Hawaii one male and one female died. King
approximately 99% of the ducks using Pond 8 were diving | Kamehameha 1 placed a taboo on the
ducks. During this time the largest concentration of diving § slaughter of the cattle. By 1830 the cattle had

ducks in the system were using Pond 6. mult|p||ed and became a problem. The taboo
~ was then removed. Editors Note: This

seemed an appropriate time to use this "Bit of
H:story” in the newsletter
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